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MTRP Open Space Park Staff at work....
or, “The Hive”

The hive analogy is an apt
description of the general opera-
tions here at Mission Trails Re-
gional Park (MTRP). The staff sel-
dom allows many shadows to form
anywhere; constant movement is
the usual state of affairs. As I out-
lined last time, the duties of an
Open Space Park Ranger here at
MTRP are varied, requiring that we
wear many hats. All our staff —
Rangers, Center Directors, Grounds
Maintenance Workers - are gener-
ally as busy as bees. Our team cov-
ers all aspects of Open Space stew-
ardship from area maintenance to
generating and maintaining good
working relationships with our area
partners including community
groups and agencies, while provid-
ing top of the line programs and
education, and enforcing Municipal
Code. Additionally, we act as field
emergency contacts for rescues and
a variety of emergencies that occur
all over San Diego’s park lands. The
following is a brief description of

the primary assignments and duties
of each of our Ranger, Center Direc-
tor and Grounds Maintenance staff.
They are in no particular order.

Ranger Heidi Gutknecht is
our Educational Ranger in charge of
producing, directing, monitoring and
maintaining our Educational Pro-
gramming at MTRP. School children
of all ages benefit from Heidi’s ener-
getic interpretive methods. Heidi
acts as our Ranger liaison with the
highly regarded Trail Guide Pro-
gram. Heidi is a fount of knowledge
and is a great asset to our team.

Ranger Paul Seiley is re-
sponsible for monitoring and the
eradication of non-native invasive
plants in the Park. This particular
Ranger may be seen in any area con-
taining invasive plants that are at-
tempting to choke out native and
indigenous plant material. During
the day, you may note this individ-
ual, wearing a pith helmet and white
space
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TRAIL GUIDE TRAINING CLASS STARTS IN JANUARY

Trail Guides are MTRP volunteers trained to lead interpretive nature walks
in the park. Each year MTRP conducts a training program for people inter-
ested in learning about the natural and cultural history of the park and
sharing that knowledge with the public. The curriculum covers ecology, bot-
any, geology, history, birds, mammals, reptiles, insects, and Kumeyaay cul-
ture. This 10-week program involves a three-hour classroom session every
Wednesday evening and a three-hour field activity on Saturday mornings.
At the end, students take a written exam on the material and demonstrate
their interpretive skills by taking a veteran Trail Guide on a sample walk.
Trail Guide graduates are expected to lead at least one walk for the public
per month. The next session begins in January 2008. There is a $25 mate-
rials fee for this class. Please contact Ranger Heidi Gutknecht 619-668-
3279 for further information.

Wildlife Clues are
Everywhere

Even though you may not
actually see any wildlife while you
are out here hiking at Mission
Trails Regional Park, if you take a
closer look around, you will notice
there are often clues, or signs, that
wildlife leave behind. For example,
you may see tracks (footprints), fur,
feathers, scales, bones, browse
(chewed leaves or stems), nests,
burrows or dens (holes dug by an
animal), scratch marks, lays

‘ . (flattened areas
. ‘ in ground vege-

‘ tation), or some

good ol’ scat

. ' . (animal drop-

[ ) pings)! Wildlife
scat is easy to
tell apart from

domestic animal scat because it
usually contains parts of the ani-
mals and/or plants that have been
eaten. By the way, in a perfect
world, you should not see any do-
mestic animal scat left along the
trails, as it is required by law to
pick up after your pets.

To monitor wildlife activity
in San Diego County throughout
the year, the San Y
Diego Tracking Team _ ‘8’ “¥'
(SDTT) has estab- 7 W\ ¢
lished several differ- (1 / -
ent Wildlife Tran- ]
sects, which are sur-
veyed quarterly by
trained volunteers.

Observations of vari-

ous wildlife signs, such as the ones

mentioned above, are recorded for

the different sections of each tran-
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Protection, continued from cover

oped, MTRP becomes all the more
important as an oasis for urban
dwellers to enjoy the great outdoors.
As Chair of the Mission
Trails Regional Park Task Force, I
want to thank Senator Christine
Kehoe, the author of SB 373, Mayor
Jerry Sanders, Councilmember Toni
Atkins, members of the Task Force,
MTRP Citizens’ Advisory Commit-

A Message From

Councilmember Jim Madaffer

tee, MTRP Foundation, as well as
staff and volunteers who labor to pro-
tect and improve this wonderful out-
door oasis.

Please stay in touch. I invite
you to sign up for my e-mail newslet-
ter. It is a great way to stay current
with the many wonderful projects and
events taking place in my District and
in the city as a whole. You can sign
up by visiting my Web site at http://
JimMadaffer.com which also has vid-
eos of events and projects happening
in the area. I ask you to keep me in-
formed of issues as you see them. You
may call my office at (619) 236-6677
or write me at City Hall, 202 C Street,
San Diego, CA 92101 or send an
email to JMadaffer@sandiego.gov.

Recently Seen in Mission Trails

Above: Lesser Nighthawk and chick
Left: Nighthawk eggs
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The Lesser Nighthawk is a member of the Goatsucker (Nightjar) Family
which also includes the Poorwills. These birds are most active at dawn and
dusk and catch insect on the wing. They may also be found feeding at night
with a full moon or near street lighting. Normally, two eggs are laid di-
rectly on the ground and incubated only by the female for about twenty days.
Twenty days after hatching the young will fledge.
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Art Exhibits

September 22 - November 2

“Nature’s Shouts and
Whispers” is an exhibition of fine
art by award-winning local artists
Mary Lou Holmberg and Dot
Renshaw from September 22, 2007
through November 2, 2007.

Mary Lou M. Holmberg is
a member of the San Diego Water-
color Society, the San Diego Mu-
seum of Art, Artists’ Guild and the
Northern Arizona Watercolor Soci-
ety. Of her paintings Ms. Holmberg
states, “My artistic challenge is
trying to create originality. There
is always a spirit that moves us . . .
to the joy of discovery. I choose wa-
ter media due to the tactile and
natural feel of the material. It is
just pure joy to paint.”

Dot Renshaw is a member
of several local art associations. An
oil and pastel painter, Dot’s paint-
ings have been honored with sev-
eral awards in 2007, including

First Place in Pastels at the La Jolla
Plein Air Festival and Best in Show,
Artist’s and People’s Choice Awards
in the Idyllwild Plein Air Festival.
Ms. Renshaw enjoys
painting on location in
the early morning to
capture the dramatic
light in nature. “She
chooses locations that
the tourist usually
misses; the small trails,
the neighborhood can-
yons, and the juxtaposi-
tion of urban life against
the delicacy of nature.”
“Nature’s Shouts
and Whispers” will be on
view in the Visitor and Interpretive

Center Gallery daily from 9:00 — 5:00

p.m.

November 3 - December 14

“Fall Colors” an exhibition of

fine art by the Pastel Society of San
Diego from November 3, 2007
through December 14, 2007, is a jur-
ied exhibition featuring paintings by

some of the best pastel artists in
San Diego County. The Pastel Soci-
ety San Diego was founded in 1983
to educate, encourage and support
the use of soft and oil
pastels through dem-
onstrations, lectures
and workshops.

The Pastel
Society of San Diego’s
show will be on view
in the Visitor and In-
terpretive Center Gal-
lery from 9:00 — 5:00
p.m. daily. A recep-
tion and award cere-
mony will be held on
Saturday, November
10, 2007, from 1:00 — 4:00 p.m.
The public is cordially invited to
attend to meet and speak with
many of the participating artists.

The Visitor Center has
ongoing exhibitions of local area
artists’ works which can be pur-
chased, with a percentage of the
proceeds going to the MTRP Foun-
dation.

Mission Dam Siltation Removal Project

The Mission Trails Rangers
and Grounds Maintenance staff are
responsible for thousands of acres of
parkland consisting of endangered
and protected species of plants and
animals. Their duties also include
protecting the hundreds of thou-
sands of people who visit the Park
every year. What is not typically
known is that Park staff are also
stewards of the numerous archaeo-
logical and historic sites located
within the Park.

Most of these sites are very
fragile and may be subject to damage
or theft and are off limits to the gen-
eral public. Others, such as two
acorn grinding sites used by the
Kumeyaay, are easy to visit and are
used by staff for educational pur-
poses. The most famous historic site
in the Park is the Old Mission Dam,
formerly known as Padre Dam. To
maintain its significant interpretive
value as the first water impound-

ment structure engineered by Euro-
peans in what is now the western
United States, periodic maintenance
of the site is necessary.
Construction of the Old Mis-
sion Dam began around 1810 and,
with the use of a Kumeyaay labor
force, it was completed around 1815.

Built of local stone and cement, it was
intended to supply a steady source of

water for San Diego Mission de Al-

cala, its gardens and livestock located
six miles downstream. A flume, made
of 18" tiles and cement, was also con-

structed to deliver the water to the
Mission from the Dam. The system
worked for a few years, but periodic
flooding damaged the flume, and, in
1833, the Dam and flume stopped
being maintained after the Mission
was secularized. The state of Califor-
nia saw has recognized the Dam's
value as an historic site as the first
European directed water works pro-
ject in the state. An historic marker

was placed near the Dam to com-
memorate its historical value.

Throughout the years, sand
and silt have built up behind the
Dam; at some places the sediment
has reached the top of the dam.
Vegetation, including cottonwood
trees, has taken root in this sedi-
ment and the spreading root system
might be undermining the Dam's
integrity. Weeds have taken root
along the top, and a two foot syca-
more tree has taken root in the
stonework along the upriver side of
the Dam.

A few years ago, City staff
with support from the Mission
Trails Regional Park Citizen’s Advi-
sory Committee and Task Force
began taking steps to get the neces-
sary dredging done behind the Dam.
The appropriate federal, state and
local permits, as well as funding,
have been acquired. The mainte-
nance project was finally begun on
September 27, 2007 and should be
completed by October 30, 2007.
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AN OUNCE OF PREVENTION

On a recent trip to the
Grand Canyon, I discovered a book
titled “Over the Edge: Death in the
Grand Canyon” by Thomas M.
Myers and Michael P. Ghiglieri.
The authors describe nearly every
recorded death within the canyon
and along its north and south rims.
Chapter after chapter, story after
story, the writers tell of accidents,
practical jokes gone wrong, incredi-
bly stupid ideas and dastardly
deeds that have
ended people’s
lives. There is even
a chapter on mur-
der. Frequently
visitors are com-
pletely unprepared
for entering the
canyon; bringing
few provisions,
they find the trip
down to the bottom relatively easy,
only to find the trip out beyond
their capabilities. On the main
well-traveled trails, help was often
near at hand. However, when this
would happen on one of the little
used trails, exhaustion, dehydra-
tion and heat stroke sometimes led
to a tragic ending.

Many stories recount the
numerous instances of “death by
camera”. A person wants to take a
picture of a friend and asks the per-
son to take one too many steps
back. Photographers seek that
great shot and lean or climb over
the protective railing only to find
their sense of balance fail them.

A father, wanting to play a
joke on his young daughter, decides
to jump off a rock, canyon side, onto
a ledge below. The daughter,
familiar with his practical
jokes and antics yells, “Oh
dad, stop goofing around” and
heads back to the rest of her
family camping nearby. A few
hours pass and dad has not
yet returned. Rangers find
his broken body hundreds of
feet below the slippery ledge.

These tragedies, as
well as a great majority of the fa-

talities mentioned in the book, could
have been prevented with a simple
respect for the Canyon and a little
common sense. Ironically, the small-
est chapter in the book deals with
death by wildlife, or more correctly,
the lack of death by wildlife. There
have been numerous injuries dealing
with contact with wild animals, but
the number of deaths can be counted
on one hand. When a person injured

by wildlife is asked by a Ranger what

happened, the reply is usually,
“I just poked it with a stick,” or
some such foolishness.

I can’t help thinking of
this book every time someone
asks me about the dangers of
wildlife in Mission Trails. In my
seven years at Mission Trails, I
have heard of only a single inci-
dent when a park visitor has
been injured by an animal
(rattlesnake) in the park. However,
not a week goes by when there is not
a report of heat stroke, biking acci-
dent, rock climbing accident,
or heart attack while jogging.
People are more a danger to
themselves than any other
animal in the park.

That is not to say
mountain lions, bobcats,
coyotes and snakes are not
dangerous. They can be very aggres-
sive when hungry or cornered. Even
a wild bunny will try to defend itself
by biting when it feels trapped. The
best defense against animals is to
have respect for them and to give
them a wide berth. Generally, ani-
mals want nothing to do with people
and will avoid them when they can.
If you feel an animal is being aggres-
sive, try to look as
large as possible,
make a lot of noise
and back away
slowly. Do not
crouch; if a child is
present, pick them
up. Do not panic and
do not run. And
please, never poke a
wild animal with a
stick if it is not being aggressive!

W e
[

We have posters and bro-
chures in the park and at the Visi-
tor Center on how to protect your-
self from animals, but little infor-
mation on how people can protect
themselves from themselves. Is it
just too obvious to tell people to
carry plenty of water and to stay on
the trails? Should we instruct peo-
ple to stay out of the park at night
when most of the predators are out
looking for a meal? Perhaps we
could set up checkpoints at each
trailhead to test people to see if the
know their limitations. It is actu-
ally not that difficult to keep your-
self safe; bring plenty of water for
yourself as well as your pet, wear
protective clothing such as proper
shoes and hat, bring a cell phone
for emergencies and, please, stay
on the trails. It is also a good idea
to let someone know where you are
going and when you expect to re-
turn. You might also consider using
a walking stick. It has been shown
that a walking stick makes hiking
more efficient and safe, especially
on hills and on rough terrain.
Using common

{m sense and being knowl-

ﬂ edgeable about the dan-

gers you may encounter
can help you protect
yourself under most
circumstances. But
what do you do to protect yourself
from other park visitors. Unfortu-
nately, there are those who come to
Mission Trails to prey on unsus-
pecting park patrons. In this re-
spect, car break-ins are the most
common problem the Rangers have
to deal with. All parking lots have
signs instructing visitors not to
leave valuables in their cars. This
is sound advice, but this is not all
you can do. Check the parking lot
for others loitering or sitting in
their car. If you feel uncomfortable
about or suspicious of these indi-
viduals, move your car to another
location and contact Park staff im-
mediately.

Unfortunately, Mission
Trails has occasional reports of pa-
trons being attacked by other park

Prevention, continued p. 5
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Prevention, continued from p. 4

visitors or their dogs. You may un-
derstand animal behavior and be
able to control your own behavior,
but it is difficult to predict or con-
trol the behavior of others. Another
suggestion is to be aware of your
surroundings, not only of the pretty
flowers and singing birds, but any
situation that may have the poten-
tial to be dangerous. Never confront
any suspicious individuals. If, in
spite of all your precautions, you
encounter a belligerent and aggres-
sive individual, stay calm and make
every attempt to move away. Con-
tact Park staff immediately.

The Ranger Staff, with the
help of SDPD, will respond quickly
to any report of suspicious or poten-
tially dangerous activities within
the Park. Due to the great size of
the park, staff cannot be every-
where and rely on vigilant park
users and our valuable Volunteer
Patrol members. When reporting a
life threatening incident, first call
911 and then contact park staff. All
other times, call Park staff at 668-
3281. They will assess the situation
and, if necessary, will contact the
appropriate emergency services,
usually police and/or fire rescue. It
is paramount you include as much
information about the individuals
or individual: approximate height,
weight, skin color, color and style of
clothing, as well as color and make
of car and license plate if possible.
If you carry a camera and are in a
safe position to do so, take pictures.

Mission Trails Regional
Park is a relatively safe place to be;
with the help of interested and con-
cerned users, it can be made safer
for all park patrons. This is your
park. It is important that you, your
family and friends feel secure when
visiting. We can all work together
by following simple guidelines and
procedures to ensure that no one is
put at unnecessary risk while en-
joying the Park’s many unique fea-
tures and recreational amenities.

Roland Roberge

Wildlife, continued form p. 1

sect. Data collected from the surveys
are used to verify the existence of
important wildlife habitats and corri-
dors, which in turn helps support
and justify the mission of San
Diego’s Multiple Species Conserva-
tion Program (MSCP) — to preserve
and manage native habitats. For
more information on the MSCP, log
onto: www.mscp-sandiego.org.

Here in Mission Trails Re-
gional Park, there are 3 designated
transects: the Wildlife Tunnel

\ (Transect #30),
\ ! located east of
, “! ._"/’ Santo Rd., un-
\, i i’ PG der Hwy 52; the

\‘| ¥ ] Oak Canyon
(3 ] Bridge
‘ / (Transect #31),
‘ located west of
\ Mast Blvd., un-

der Hwy 52; and Spring Canyon
(Transect #32), from the Grasslands
to Spring Canyon, beneath the Hwy
52 overpass. Signs commonly ob-
served along these transects are from
mule deer, coyote, bobcat, raccoon,
skunk, gray fox, rabbits, and various
rodents.

Discovering wildlife signs is
fun and exciting, like finding hidden
treasure! We can always use more
Tracking Team
members. Does this
sound like some-
thing which might
interest you? To
join, you must first
attend one of the
SDTT’s Introductory
One-Day Trainings
for Wildlife Survey
Volunteers. These free trainings are
held at the Adobe Ranch House in
Los Penasquitos Canyon Preserve
(log onto their website at:
www.sdtt.org for a schedule of up-
coming classes offered and more de-
tails). For more information on the
Mission Trails Tracking Team,
please call Ranger Heidi at (619)
668-3279.

Ranger Heidi Gutknecht

Gift Shop

Start your holiday shop-
ping early at our gift shop in the
quiet, relaxed setting of the Visi-
tor Center.
We are
proud to of-
fer merchan-
dise geared
to those who
love to ex-
plore the
out-of-doors.
Whether a
guide book
or a walking stick, our merchan-
dise will help you enjoy your ex-
cursions into nature.

Besides our own “San
Diego’s Mission Trails Regional
Park: Official Guide Book”, you
will find various books dealing
with the geology, history and
ecology of the San Diego region.

The gift shop also contin-
ues to carry crafts made by the
local Native American people.
Numerous, pots and baskets are
available for your purchase and
enjoyment.

Open from 9:00 am to
5:00 pm, seven days a week, with
plenty of free parking.

Recycle
your glass,
plastic and
aluminum

at
Kumeyaay
Lake Campground. Con-
tainers are located in
the day-use parking lot.

Proceeds go to MTRP
Foundation.
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Winter Solstice Hikes on Cowles Mountain

The Mission Trails Regional Park Trail Guides
will lead pre-dawn hikes, from the trailhead
adjacent to the parking lot at Golfcrest Dr. &
Navajo Rd., to the area of the solstice observa-
tory on Cowles Mountain on the 20th and 22nd
of December. The Canyoneers of the San Diego
Natural History Museum will lead the hike on
Friday the 21st. All hikes will depart at 6:00
a.m. The solstice site is approximately one mile
up the trail. The age of the site is unknown. It
is known that the Kumeyaay used similar sites
in Southern California. For all three hikes, we
hope to see the rising sun split by a peak on the eastern horizon. The ascent
will be in the dark. Good shoes and a flashlight are recommended. These
hikes continue to be among the most popular events in the park. A word of
caution for anyone joining the hikes or hiking on their own: there is danger of
eye damage if you stare directly at the sun. You can observe the sunrise
safely for a very few seconds through narrow slits (such as between your fin-

gers held together) or smoked glass. Plan on a two-hour hike.

Staff, continued from p. 1

suit, toting a strange looking appli-
cation device, intent on killing non-
native, invasive plants. Paul is also
responsible for the administration
of our Kumeyaay Lake Aquatic en-
hancement grant as.

Ranger Mel Naidas is the
primary liaison for most MTRP
field projects. Mel has operated in a
variety of capacities here, including
Eagle Scout projects, and standing
in for me as OCA (Out of Class As-
signment) Senior Ranger during my
recent extended absence. Mel may
be most noted for his substantial
work on our trails restoration and
maintenance teams. He provides
primary patrol/enforcement contact
duties as well and heads the Park’s
Volunteer Patrols. Mel has always
offered solid performance in a vari-
ety of areas and is highly respected
by staff and the community alike.

Ranger Tom Miller’s cur-
rent assignment is at Kumeyaay
Lake Campground (KLC). Tom is
responsible for meeting the needs of
the camping public while providing
area interpretation and enforce-
ment of Park rules and regulations.
Tom also runs trail crews and has
been helpful in a variety of public
related programs and projects.

Recreation Specialist David
Lee 1s our Visitor and Interpretive
Center Director. In this capacity
David’s responsibilities include
managing our Visitor Center Volun-
teer Program and Visitor Center
children’s programming. David is
clearly a jack-of-all-trades, manag-
ing most facets of Center operations.
Last year David led the charge on
our highly successful Explore Mis-
sion Trails Day. Besides answering
a multitude of questions, paying
Visitor Center bills and assisting
the Senior Ranger on a variety of
projects, David acts as liaison with
MTRP Foundation Staff.

Center Director Lauren
Baker is responsible for administra-
tive operations at KL.C. These duties
include maintenance of the reserva-
tion system and making sure the
public understands the camping
rules and regulations. Lauren’s high
energy is directed toward establish-
ing positive relationships with the
camping public and working with
Ranger Tom Miller in completing
the primary campground manage-
ment component. Even though the
Campground is a small facility, it
can generate some very interesting
situations, which Lauren handles
with competence.

Grounds Maintenance
Workers Tom Folk and Carmelo

Notable Donations
July - September 2007

Steward - $5,000 to $10,000
County of San Diego Community
Enhancement Funds

Founder - $1,000 - $2,500
Edwin and Donna Gookin
The Kenworthy Family

Path Finder - $§100-3500
Pat Abbott
Lynn Baer
Edmund Capparelli and
Gale Romanowski
Curtis Carlson
Pete Cuthbert
David Day
Fruit Smart Marketing, Inc.
Salah Hassanein
Jack and Grace Hawkes
Dan and Dorothy Leonard -
In memory of Katie Robinson
Roger and Jo Matthews
James McKay -

In memory of Lou Williams
David McLaren and Diane Nelson
Larry and Susan Nichols
Annie Raich and John Sharp
Stephen Seaborg
Jim Sessions
Bill and Barbara Sperling
Harold Stone
Leonard and Janet Trentacosta
Rose Van Hook
Lisa Wilson

Esquer’s primary duties are to keep
the facilities and the park in general
looking good. Both Tom and Car-
melo enjoy their work and do far
more than just making sure things
are clean and safe. They often serve
as first contact to provide informa-
tion to the general public. Both men
have responded to emergencies such
as fire control, evacuations, traffic
control and assistance with special
project coordination.

To learn more about and to
contact any of our staff or to find out
about events and programming at
the Park, check out our web site at
mtrp.org.

Senior Ranger Tracey Walker
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Support Mission Trails Regional Park

Ways you can donate to
Mission Trails Regional Park

P
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2 Foundation
‘%&Q <\ ’. ”” V/ %o
A " R -~ @ ‘p The Mission Trails Regional

Park Foundation Board of Directors
extends sincere thanks to our many
donors. It is because of your continu-
ing support that we are able to fulfill
our Mission - In partnership with the
City of San Diego, to preserve and
protect the natural environment of
Mission Trails Regional Park and to
provide and promote educational and
recreational opportunities.

In addition to traditional
cash donations, there are other ways
you can provide short and long-term
financial support for park programs
and projects.

Memorial or In Honor Of gifts
Honor a friend or family member
with a donation.

Matching Funds
Identify Mission Trails Regional

Nonprofit Partnership
M Program of
4

The easiest way yet
to support Mission Trails

Simply %10 to www.escrip.com
access the "sign up" link near

tlclleft(l) Ofttﬁle I?agel Park Foundation for a matching
an igst(;‘;vl ctignsgnp € funds contribution if your employer

has a policy of matching charitable
gifts.
Wills

Remember Mission Trails Regional
Park Foundation in your will.

Gifts of Securities
In order to allow donors to realize
full tax deductions for appreciated
stock, Mission Trails Regional Park
Foundation accepts gifts of stock.
Please call (619) 668-3280 for further
details.

Charitable Remainder Trusts
With a CRT, highly appreciated as-
sets are placed in an irrevocable
trust. Those asset proceeds provide
income to the donor and/or to his/her
beneficiaries for life. Contact your
financial advisor for information.

The Foundation’s Special
Funds include education and library
funds, trail and tree/habitat mainte-
nance funds, education and library
endowment funds. Call (619) 668-
3280 for further information. - MTRP
Foundation Federal Tax ID number
33-0285093.

Mission Trails Regional Park Donor Opportunities

Mission Trails Regional Park Foundation provides opportunities for individuals, businesses, community organizations and

foundations to support a variety of programs and projects within Mission Trails Regional Park. Thank you to our many )

friends who make annual contributions to Friends of Mission Trails Refglonal Park. A variety of donor opportunities are avail-
c

able as indicated below. All contributions are tax deductible. Names o

ontributors of $1,000 or more will be engraved on a

plaque permanently displayed at the park Visitor and Interpretive Center. Donations of $100 and above will accumulate from

year-to-year for contributor recognition purposes.

Name

Address

City State Zip Code
Home Phone E-mail

Donor Levels

$25 Individual $1,000 Founder $25,000 Benefactor ____
$50 Family $2,500 Patron $50,000 Trustee

$100 Path Finder __ $5,000 Steward $100,000 Director __
$500 Trailblazer _ $10,000 Sponsor ______ Other

Make check payable to MTRP Foundation and send to:
Mission Trails Regional Park Foundation, Attention Secretary/Treasurer
One Father Junipero Serra Trail, San Diego, CA 92119-1008

Charge my donation to VISA ___ MC ___
Card No.
Expiration date

Signature

Special Funds

Please check fund(s) for which you
wish your donation to be used.
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Governor Arnold Schwar-
zenegger recently signed a bill that
will provide significant protection
for our beloved Mission Trails Re-
gional Park and other parks and
Open Space areas. This bill is im-
portant because it ensures that the
lands currently designated as open
space cannot be sold or exchanged
without a vote of the people. This is
in keeping with the wishes of the
people who love and use the park,
as well as all the residents of San
Diego.

The bill, SB 373, enables
the City of San Diego to have par-
cels of land currently classified des-
ignated open space to be reclassi-
fied as dedicated open space. With
the new designation of “dedicated”
open space, those parcels of land
cannot be used for any other pur-
pose without a vote of the people.

More Protection for MTRP

SB 373 stipulated that the City has
until December 31, 2007 to adopt a
list of parcels to be converted to dedi-
cated open space.

This park started with the
vision of a handful of community
members who had the foresight to
realize the need for open space and
worked over the years to establish
MTRP. SB 373 also has vision in
looking ahead to realize we need to
protect this park and similar areas
of open space for future generations
to enjoy

MTRP fans know that the
park includes 5,800 and is one of the
largest urban parks in the country.
Although located in my district, it is
a regional asset that offers educa-
tional, and recreational opportuni-
ties for all to enjoy. As the surround-
ing areas become increasingly devel-

Protection, continued on p. 2

NOTICE OF
TEMPORARY TRAIL
AND PARKING LOT

CLOSURES

Work has begun to remove sedi-
ment that has accumulated be-
hind Old Mission Dam. Because
of the heavy equipment needed
for the project, the parking lots at
Bushy Hill and Father Junipero
Serra Trail, and at Old Mission
Dam will be closed for approxi-
mately four weeks. In order to
ensure the safety of park users,
the hiking trail from the dam to
the San Diego River will also be
closed. Please observe all No
Parking and No Entry signs dur-
ing this time. Weather permit-
ting, it is estimated the project
will be completed by October 30.
For current project and closure
updates, visit our web site.

See accompanying article on Pg. 3




